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Roadmonkey is a new way to travel that combines challenging adventure with hands-on philanthropy 
projects that we start and finish on expedition.  We believe that, through travel, we can leave the world a 
little bit better than we found it. 

Paul von Zielbauer, a former New York Times investigative reporter and Iraq correspondent, launched 
Roadmonkey in 2008 to give motivated people the chance 
to dive deep into a foreign culture and work hard for people 
in need.  

Roadmonkey clients tend to be men and women in their 20s, 
30s and 40s. Expeditions are limited to 10 people. Using 
“planned serendipity” as a guiding principle, Roadmonkey 
is designed for explorers on a journey, not tourists on a 
schedule.  In the words of von Zielbauer:  “Roadmonkey 
clients want to participate in a culture, not just be consumers 
of it. We believe in the art of the experience, and in the value 
of learning how other lives are lived far from ours.”

The company pairs with respected nonprofit organizations on 
adventure philanthropy expeditions to Vietnam, Patagonia, 
Nicaragua, Tanzania and Peru.  Roadmonkey’s inaugural 
trip to Vietnam partnered with the Worldwide Orphans 
Foundation to build a playground for HIV-positive orphans.  
Roadmonkey’s other nonprofit partners include Awamaki, 
Bibi Jann Children’s Care Trust, Catalyst Foundation, 
East Meets West Foundation, Fabretto Children’s 
Foundation, Livingstone Tanzania Trust, Voluntario 
Global and Omprakash Foundation.

Roadmonkey is unique in the way it raises money for its 
expedition-based volunteer projects: Clients are asked to tap 
their own social networks for tax-deductible contributions that fund the project they will complete, working 
alongside local community members.  To date, Roadmonkey clients have raised more than $80,000 by 
asking its clients to tap their influential social networks.

As word of this innovative new company grows, Roadmonkey has been featured in Oprah Magazine, 
National Geographic, Outside, The Huffington Post, ABC News, Daily Candy and Conde Nast 
Traveler, among others.  Most recently, National Geographic Traveler magazine named Roadmonkey’s 
Tanzania expedition one of its “2010 Tours of a Lifetime,” dubbing the company’s mission “gonzo 
philanthropy.”  

Details of upcoming expeditions can be found at www.roadmonkey.net. The best expedition photographs 
and video shorts are posted on Roadmonkey’s Facebook page: http://bit.ly/MiWqx
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Paul von Zielbauer is the founder & CEO of Roadmonkey 
Adventure Philanthropy Inc. Prior to becoming a social 
entrepreneur, Paul spent 11 years as an investigative reporter and 
Iraq correspondent for The New York Times. As a staff writer for the 
Times, he covered the American military, private security companies, 
the New York City prison system and organized crime. In 2005, 
The Times nominated his series on the privatization of prison 
medical care  for a Pulitzer Prize. He speaks Vietnamese, German 
and Spanish.
 
Paul founded Roadmonkey, which combines physically challenging 
adventures with meaningful volunteer projects, to give globally minded 
people the chance to become hands-on adventure philanthropists. 
He led Roadmonkey’s first expedition, in November 2008, 
through northwest Vietnam, cycling 250 miles and then building a 
playground at an orphanage west of Hanoi. Since then, Roadmonkey 
has produced 10 adventure philanthropy expeditions to Tanzania, 
Peru, Vietnam, Nicaragua and Patagonia, and raised more than 
$80,000 in donations through its clients’ social networks to fund 
expeditionary volunteer projects.
 
Paul earned his B.A. from Iowa State University and his M.S., with honors, from Columbia University’s 
Graduate School of Journalism. He received his Wilderness First Responder certification from the National 
Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) in March 2010. Read his interviews with Oprah Magazine, National 
Geographic’s Intelligent Travel blog and the Huffington Post. 

Paul was born and raised in Aurora, Illinois, and currently lives in Santa Monica, Calif.
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I was hoping for a trip through which I would learn about and participate in another culture and be challenged 
mentally, emotionally and physically in a relatively safe format. The Roadmonkey trip fulfilled and, then, 
wildly exceeded all my expectations. — Chelsea, biochemist (Vietnam 2009)

Going to Nicaragua on my own made me realize I can go anywhere and do anything. I am grateful for the 
experience and all the fun that we had making it happen. 
— Stephanie, fashion merchandising executive 
(Nicaragua 2010)

This was an amazing experience. It was an absolute 
travel highlight - an experience of a lifetime with amazing 
individuals. — Susan, eco-entrepreneur (Tanzania 
2009)

I definitely experienced the “unbearable lightness of 
being” feeling many times on the bike path, as we sped 
up and down hills, through the gorges, and over the 
rice paddies.  Awesome does not begin to capture the 
emotion. — Philip, television producer (Vietnam 2008)

This trip was fun, it was hard work, it was empowering, 
and it was eye opening. I am SO PROUD of what the kids accomplished, what the teachers/parents/
community accomplished, and yes, what we all accomplished. — Zaby, technology executive (Nicaragua 
2010)

Roadmonkey delivered as promised and then some—a challenging, unique, 
kick-ass adventure paired with a wonderful, fun charitable effort where you 
really worked hard, both of which were very rewarding. — Christine, charter 
school finance officer (Tanzania 2009)

I was really impressed in nearly every respect. The trip was fun, challenging, 
exciting, hands-on, hands-dirty, heart-warming, heart-stopping, authentic, 
inimitable, and exactly the kind of adventure I was counting on. — Abi, 
criminal prosecutor (Vietnam 2009)

Details of upcoming expeditions can be found at www.roadmonkey.net. The best expedition photographs 
and video shorts are posted on Roadmonkey’s Facebook page
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